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Units of Design. There are three general types of motifs or
units of design: naturalistic, stylized, and geometric. See page 23
for examples.
Naturalistic motifs look like pictures, usually of flowers, fruit,
animals, or scenes. Such motifs or pictures are seldom suitable
for the decoration of utilitarian articles; for example, dishes deco-
rated with pastoral scenes or realistic fishes are dubious back-
grounds for food. Excellent naturalistic designs are to be found,
however, but they are difficult for the amateur to recognize. Some
of the best natural floral patterns are those in which the flowers are
grouped in very definite stripes, blocks, or bouquets, sometimes
confined in frame effects. Naturalistic designs are appropriate in
some period rooms, some cottage rooms, and in some children's
rooms, particularly in the draperies, upholstery, and wall paper.
The present interest in naturalistic patterns is due mostly to a tem-
porary Victorian revival but is also a reaction against pure func-
tionalism and military severity.
Stylized motifs do not look like pictures of natural objects;
usually the lines are simplified and conventionalized, sometimes
they are distorted. The designer uses whatever degree of styliza-
tion the problem at hand requires, depending upon the material
employed and the purpose of the article. Stylization alone does
not insure high quality in design; however, in general, stylized
designs are likely to be superior to the naturalistic. Color can be
conventionalized as well as form; indeed an unnatural form sug-
gests unnatural color. The most fashionable stylized motifs at
present are ferns and other leaves- Patterns are sometimes made
of a combination of stylized and geometric motifs.
Geometric motifs are based on the pure forms of the circle,
rectangle, and triangle, although endless variations and combina-
tions of them are used. Geometric motifs include stripes, dots,
checks, and plaids, as well as many less usual forms. They are the
safest; designs procurable for untrained consumers. Modern de-
signers prefer geometric motifs in the small amount of pattern that
they use. The Greeks also realized the value of geometric form
and developed it to a high degree. The Mohammedans, for reli-
gious as well as esthetic reasons, for a long time used no natural
fonns in their designs.

